of a target group of chronic, lower-income male delinquents. The propositions of that theory might appear as follows:
1.  Poor attachment to conventional institutions leads to a decreased stake in conformity.
2.  A decreased stake in conformity leads to a heightened sense of strain.
3.  A heightened sense of strain leads to identification with delinquent subculture.
4.  Identification with delinquent subculture leads to criminal behavior.
When the converse of this theory is examined, the following premises as a basis for the intervention principles are suggested as guides for program developers and research planners.
1.  Strong attachment to conventional institutions leads to an increased stake in conformity.
2.  An increased stake in conformity leads to a heightened sense of self-worth.
3.  A heightened sense of self-worth leads to identification with conventional norms and peers.
4.  Identification with conventional norms and peers leads to law-abiding behavior.
For the purposes of this illustration, both the original explanation for youth crime and the intervention principles are stated in the most parsimonious of terms. When they are being adapted for experimentation, however, they would necessarily be enriched by a longer narrative statement including relevant theories, the research that bears upon them, and how the basic concepts are to be operationalized for the purposes of intervention.
This enrichment permits the use of the intervention principles to direct attention to program objectives of a more positive nature that are very similar to the intermediate program goals previously discussed, instead of directing attention solely to the evils that must be eliminated in the target population, as is so often the case in correctional programs. In our example, program personnel would be charged with improving the institutional ties of delinquent boys to home, school, community, and work, with increasing their stake in conformity by helping them to realize some conventional successes, with heightening their sense of self-worth, and with helping them to associate and to identify more effectively with law-abidingof criminality,c: should find a theory of conformity, and thus a set of intervention pr; ciples.
